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Consultants’ views have and will be taken into account

The views of Withybush consultants have already influenced proposals in the health board’s 
consultation, and will continue to be considered the Chief Executive of Hywel Dda Health Board 
has reassured.

The comments come following a letter to the health board from Withybush Medical Staff 
Committee (MSC) in regards to the consultation about health services in Carmarthenshire, 
Ceredigion and Pembrokeshire.

The health board and MSC are agreed on a number of proposals including continued provision of 
a full emergency department at the Haverfordwest hospital, as well as a full range of acute care 
services, such as acute medicine, intensive and critical care, consultant-led obstetrics, in-patient 
paediatric services and necessary radiology and laboratory services, as well as the principle of 
equal access across the Hywel Dda area.

In response to the letter, Chief Executive Trevor Purt emphasised that feedback from the MSC 
during the listening and engagement exercise was considered by the Health Board’s Strategy and 
Planning Committee in May and was also included in both the initial feedback and an additional 
report compiled by the independent Opinion Research Service. As a result, “a number of changes 
were made to the final consultation options that clearly reflect the feedback from MSC, such as 
acute surgery and A&E.

The listening and engagement exercise has been kite-marked by the Consultation Institute, 
indicating best practice has been adopted and the process was comprehensive, and the appraisal 
process included clinical participation from across the three counties and the Community Health 
Council.

At a meeting of senior consultants, Mr Purt also reassured the MSC that no decisions had yet been 
made and that further detailed discussions would continue as part of formal consultation and in its 
aftermath.

“The precise model of care for orthopaedic patients will be designed and developed by our 
clinicians,” he said. “We intend to maintain as much joint surgery at Withybush as possible via 
short stay or day case care. A process will be set up to facilitate clinician involvement in service 
design following the consultation period.”

He explained that the health board continues to work closely with ABMU Health Board, the South 
Wales Programme, and the National Clinical Forum to ensure plans are consistent with those 
being developed elsewhere.

Mr Purt said: “I look forward to working closely with staff at Withybush Hospital in the future to 
design safe and sustainable services for the residents of Pembrokeshire and across Hywel Dda 
Health Board area.
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